
Spicy Jazz to perform in aid of REMAP 

Many of you will recall the work that Barry Wiggins did with the REMAP 

charity – an organisation that works locally to help disabled people 

through customising equipment to help them with everyday living.   

After Barry’s sad death I was asked to take on the role that he had 

fulfilled as secretary to the Coventry and Warwickshire REMAP Panel.  A 

number of you know me (Richard Short’s wife) through the Retirees Club, 

and other Club members - Gary Wooding, Brian Dunston and Brian Mayne 

– are actively involved with REMAP.  Clients may contact us themselves to 

us for help, or are referred to us by family, friends or clinical specialists 

such as occupational therapists.  Everything that is done for the client is 

free of charge.   

In order to raise funds to support this amazing work, I am organising a 

jazz event and I am asking you, your family and friends to buy tickets 

and come along to support us.   

The event is on Saturday 29th July 2017, 7.30pm at St Nicholas 

Church, (Abbey Fields) Kenilworth.   

Tickets are £12 in advance and are available from me, Sheila 

Short, or Richard via email  

sshort927@gmail.com       or        rdshort9@gmail.com  

or call 01926 864451 

Ticket price includes interval refreshment. 

Spicy Jazz are known to some of you, and they particularly like playing at 

St Nicholas because of the excellent quality of the acoustics.  Gary and 
some of the other guys on the Panel are setting up a display about the 

work of the group, and it promises to be a fantastic evening of quality 

music and vocals.   

The line-up for 29th July will be Bob Jackson (trombone and vocals); 
Zoltan Sagi (saxophones and clarinet); Mike Kemp (piano); Steve 

Kershaw (bass) and ‘Sticky’ Wicket (drums). 
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For you jazz enthusiasts their CVs make very interesting reading:   

Bob Jackson and Zoltan Sagi formed Spicy Jazz in the early 1980s, and went on to 

have a residency at the ‘Cork and Fork’ at the Regent Hotel in Leamington. Here 

the band backed top British guest soloists, including trombonist Roy Williams, 

reedmen John Barnes, Bruce Turner and Al Gay, and trumpeters Alan Elsdon, 

Janusz Carmello, Colin Smith and the great Humphrey Lyttelton.  

Spicy Jazz disbanded in 2008 when reed player Zoltan Sagi was invited to join the Big 

Chris Barber Band, and Bob Jackson was working for part of the time in Scandinavia. The 

band re-formed in 2010 – as a six piece and a quintet – after Zoltan left Chris Barber as 

a full time musician, and has played a variety of gigs at conferences and other events. 

Zoltan now plays with the Stars of British Jazz http://www.starsofbritishjazz.com/the-

band.html 

Bob Jackson sang and played trombone with the Idle Hour Jazz Band at Cambridge 

University in the late 1960s, and used his musical talents as a member of Footlights, 

alongside Russell Davies, Pete Atkin, Julie Covington and Clive James. While working in 

Nottingham, he sang and played with Jazz Spectrum before moving to the West Midlands 

where he formed the Red Room Jazz Band (at Warwick University with Zoltan Sagi) in 

the 1970s and then Spicy Jazz in 1981. He has accompanied many UK jazz stars, 

including his favourite trombonist, Roy Williams, and most notably Humphrey Lyttelton. 

He proposed Humph for an honorary doctorate at Warwick University, which was 

awarded in 1987 to celebrate HL’s 40th year as a band leader. Following Humph’s death 

in 2008, Bob was invited to become a patron of the Humph Trust, which helps to support 

young jazz musicians http://www.humphreylyttelton.com/the-humph-trust/. When 

working at universities in Sweden and Norway, Bob guests with various musicians, 

including a gig in Trondheim, Norway with star bass player Bjørn Alterhaug earlier this 

year, and another with the Mats Dimming trio in Stockholm. 

Zoltan Sagi (clarinet and saxes) was born in Hungary, and came to the UK with his 

family in 1956. Zoltan attended the Guildhall School of Music studying clarinet with 

Robert Earle and later Frank Allen (CBSO) at Warwick University. His saxophone playing 

draws inspiration from Johnny Hodges, Cannonball Adderley and Stan Getz. Zoltan spent 

his early professional career playing New Orleans jazz. After this came a period of 

success in the field of music education becoming both a Director of Music and a county 

music service manager, as well as playing with Spicy Jazz. A return to full time 

professional playing saw a 2 1/2-year stint with Chris Barber touring internationally, and 

Zoltan still works with Chris Barber occasionally. He has made numerous recordings as a 

freelance session musician and has also appeared with such musicians as Earle Warren 

(ex Count Basie), Benny Waters, Kenny Davern, Bob Wilber, Humphrey Lyttelton, Roy 

Williams, Bruce Turner, Marty Grosz, Digby Fairweather, Duncan Swift and Bruce Adams. 

Zoltan now tours with the Stars of British Jazz, a band made up of star players from the 

best British traditional jazz bands. In October 2015 he appeared as featured guest with 

the re-formed Humphrey Lyttelton band, playing a concert at the University of Warwick 

to celebrate fifty years of jazz at the University. 

Mike Kemp was inspired to take up piano on hearing Billy Kyle with Louis Armstrong’s 

All Stars. He started learning his craft in home town Coventry jazz clubs and dance 

bands before travelling around France, Germany, Spain and Morocco to play for the 

American military, initially with The Doug Richford Quartet. Making his first BBC radio 

broadcast in 1967 with the Trevor Jones Jazzmen, Mike went on to The MillionAirs Big 

Band, backing cabaret aboard QE2, Bob Kerr’s Whoopee Band, Pete Allen’s Jazz Band 

and the Benny Green Quartet. He has played with the bands of Alan Elsdon, Pete Allan, 

Steve Lane, Brian White, Alan Gresty, Terry Lightfoot, The Pasadena Roof Orchestra and 

The Sticky Wickett Big Swing Band.  
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Steve Kershaw, bass  When not playing double bass with Spicy Jazz, Oxford-based 

Steve Kershaw plays bass with and co-leads Stekpanna, an award-winning Anglo-

Scandinavian contemporary jazz trio. Steve met Danish guitarist Mads Kjolby and 

Swedish drummer Petter Svard  at the Musicians Institute in Hollywood, California. They 

played their first gig in Los Angeles in 1996, winning the Battle of the Bands (the first 

jazz group ever to do so), and since then have played hundreds of gigs across 26 

different countries.  Guests on their CDs include saxophonist Andy Sheppard and Russian 

musicians Valeriy Kolesnikov (trumpet) and Leonid Vintskevich (piano). When not 

playing contemporary jazz, Steve loves to play straight down the line mainstream and 

traditional jazz with Spicy Jazz and has been a regular band member since the late 

1990s. http://stevekershaw.com/3.html 

 

Sticky Wicket, drums 

‘Sticky’ Wicket is one of Britain’s finest swing drummers. As well as leading his own 

swing orchestra, Sticky has worked with many musicians in the popular music and jazz 

fields, including Chas & Dave, Lonnie Donegan, Leo Sayer, Joe Cocker, Roger Daltrey, 

Van Morrison, Paul Jones, Zoot Money, Jools Holland and Bryan Ferry. He has worked 

with many jazz musicians including Terry Lightfoot, Digby Fairweather, Kenny Ball, Acker 

Bilk and Sammy Rimmington, and has had two extensive stints with Chris Barber with 

whom he recorded several CDs. http://stickywicket.info/ 

 

 

 

PLEASE SUPPORT US AT THIS EVENT! 

 

Sheila Short for REMAP 
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